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The details of his 38 cases are presented in tables. In discussing 
cystorrhaphy after this operation he cites 55 cases from various sources 
with 8 deaths or 14.5%, besides others in which the termination was not 
given. From this he is inclined to take a more favorable view of this 
procedure than earlier statistics bearing thereon seemed to warrant. 
Especially favorable were those cases in which permanent catheteriza¬ 
tion was carried out. 

In an added note three later cases are given, with one death five 
and a half weeks later. In the two recoveries the bladder wound was 
sutured, but the sutures did not hold. 


Median- Lithotomy. 

This method has not been practiced much in Russia—in only 20 
previous cases. To these he adds 15 of his own. One was a child 
of 18 months, and successful, death resulting from a scarlatinal com¬ 
plication thirty days later. 

He dilates the prostatic urethra with the finger Only once was it 
necessary to make a nick in the bladder neck. From late troublesome 
retention in his first case he has since inserted a drain either quite 
into the bladder or to its mouth. This stays for only one to three 
days. 

Of these 15 patients only 2 died from the operation and a third thirty 
days p. o. from scarlatina. This leaves a mortality of 14.3%. In 2 
cases a fistula temained, one of them being operated therefor two 
years and a half later. Faulty continence of the urine lasted for 
months in four; in three of these it persisted for years, though in two 
only as nocturnal enuresis. This undesirable sequel was independent 
of the difficulty of the operation. 

As soon as the external wound begins to cicatrize and continence 
has been regained he recommends at each urination that the parts 
around the opening be held together by thumb and index so as to pre¬ 
vent a single drop passing through the urethral wound. A sixteenth 
case, with cure, is added in an appendix. He favors this method 
where the calculus is small and the child 8 years old or over. 
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Lateral Lithotomy. 

This was practiced in 13 cases, with 4 deaths, though two were not 
directly in consequence of the operation. The patients’ ages ranged 
from 4 to 11 years. Here also he uses drainage that he may apply 
local treatment to the always present vesical catarrh. In 3 there was 
considerable primary hemorrhage. In no case did a fistula result. 
All the deaths were in the pre-antiseptic period. The average mor¬ 
tality is about 7%, whilst in his cases (2 in 11) it was over 18%. 

Lithotripsy. 

Of this there were 18 cases, including three girls, the patients’ ages 
ranging from 3 to 12 years. The number of sittings varied from one 
to eighteen. In 8 cases even repeated sittings caused no reaction. In 
only 5 cases could a complete cure be asserted. In 5 cases fragments 
had to be removed instrumentally after lodging in the urethra; in one 
even forced dilatation of the external orifice, later external urethroto¬ 
my, and finally circumcision of the cedematous prepuce were necessary. 
In 6 cases cutting operations had still to be resorted to, with 3 deaths. 
In 2 cases a relapse in after years was treated by cutting. 

From the lithotripsy itselt there were two deaths (11.4%). Hence 
he concludes with other writers that this method is only exceptionally 
permissible in children, as, c. g., where cutting operations are not con¬ 
sented to, in small phosphatic calculi (if such close diagnosis be pos¬ 
sible), and in females.— Arch. f. klitt. Chirg. 

\Vm. Browning (Brooklyn). 

VI. On the Diagnosis and Operative Treatment of Tu¬ 
mors of the Urinary Bladder. By Dr. H. Kuemsiell (Ham¬ 
burg). The primary neoplasms of the bladder develop either from the 
prostate as fibro-adenoma, myoma and carcinoma, or from the differ¬ 
ent layers of tissue composing the bladder walls, namely the mucous, 
submucous, muscular tissues, or the epithelium, respectively glandular 
structures of the bladder. The papilloma or fibroma papillare, the 
most frequent of all bladder tumors, have the greatest interest for the 
surgeon. They belong to the last named group and are usually found 



